Alterations in rat mineral metabolism induced by acute ammonium acetate infusion.
1. Acute ammonium intoxication in rat was produced by an i.v. overload of 1000 nmoles of ammonium acetate infunded during 15 min. 2. The load of ammonium produced sodium and potassium accumulation in muscle and plasma, minor in liver, and decreased these metal levels in kidney. 3. Blood and muscle magnesium content was strongly altered as a result of ammonium intoxication. 4. Calcium plasma levels, iron blood levels and iron hepatic stock diminished after the ammonium infusion. 5. Copper and zinc homeostasis were insignificantly altered.